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INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

IDRL in Jamaica



The Jamaica Red Cross derived a signi�cant degree of ful�lment in the compilation of this document. It 
facilitated the realization of a quest to examine local laws and policies related to a very important part of 
our work.  The task was executed in a very participatory and all-inclusive manner which leaves us 
desirably indebted to a number of persons and organizations without whom the process and outcome 
would have been decidedly di�erent.  It is therefore our honour and privilege to recognize the 
contribution of the following.

The International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) was astute in garnering the support of the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID) to enable us to embark on this ambitious project.  We 
thank DFID for making it possible and the IFRC for being visionaries and for believing in the Jamaica Red 
Cross.  Howard Ar�n, Head of the Caribbean Regional Representation O�ce (CRRO) was eager to see this 
e�ort succeed and prodded, urged and ensured a successful conclusion.  Isabelle  Granger, IFRC’s 
Disaster Law Programme Coordinator for the region provided the technical expertise and guidance 
necessary and we thank her for that, as well as for making the e�ort to be present at the �nal 
stakeholders’ meeting.  Our major partners the O�ce of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency 
Management (ODPEM) were collaborative in every sense of the word.  Special thanks to Ronald Jackson, 
Director General and his team including Michelle Edwards, Pauline Brown and Sashanya Grayson.  We 
appreciate the administrative support, time and energies devoted to this cause.

Numerous agencies provided vital information through interviews, questionnaire responses and 
participation in our stakeholder consultation sessions.  We appreciate the inputs of:
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Very important to the process were members of the Advisory Committee, which included Yvonne 
Clarke- our Director General, Marcia Alexander- JRC Director of Emergency Services, Tania Chambers- 
Legal Consultant, Barbara Carby- Head Dept. of Disaster Risk Reduction Centre, University of the West 
Indies, Alan Ross- Independent Consultant, Paula Robinson-Russell- Legal O�cer in the Ministry of Local 
Government and Community Development.  We couldn’t have done it without you.

The Jamaica Red Cross is indeed grateful to you all, and also to the many unnamed because of space 
limitations, and look forward to the further steps this initiative has made not only necessary but vital.

Lois Hue
Deputy Director General
Jamaica Red Cross
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Damage assessment and needs analysis system provide information - from the

community level and guide international agencies on the extent of local need.
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Stakeholders in consultation - January 29, 2013
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Relief supplies at Norman Manley International Airport
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Jamaica Red Cross has warehousing facilities where excess relief

items can be stored and redistributed after disaster incidents.
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Maintaining records of distribution is one way of reducing the scope

for misuse of relief goods.
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International volunteers can be integrated in the national disaster relief effort

by working with agencies (such as the Jamaica Red Cross) that already have

a presence in the field.
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A Jamaica Red Cross volunteer processes distribution

records.
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Blankets, tarpaulins, hygiene and kitchen kits are some of the items

that do not require special permits.
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Escort to areas that may be dangerous to enter can be arranged

through the security forces.
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International donors provide financial and physical assistance in

times of disaster
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A helping hand amidst the storm



Jamaica Red Cross volunteers prepare packages of relief

goods for distribution.

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

73 IDRL in Jamaica



INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

74 IDRL in Jamaica



INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

75 IDRL in Jamaica



INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

76 IDRL in Jamaica



INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE LAW,

RULES AND PRINCIPLES IN JAMAICA

77 IDRL in Jamaica



Notes


